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Learning Target:  
Students will learn about the three branches of the 

federal government and create a diagram.



Background: This is an extension from what students learned 
in 3rd grade. 

● Students learn about the functions of the three branches of 
government in Missouri in 3rd grade.

● Students learn about the functions of the three branches of 
government in the federal government 4th grade.

Let’s Get Started:
Watch videos:
1. Anchor Lesson
2. School House Rock-Branches of Government
3. Branches of Government

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n5ABMQnIOmc&list=PL4Izi9hlAHgRDYNJ0Zy2EEjglJ2E1q6jc&index=50
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-EISWIY9bG8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vMQ_OSRL0YE


Practice #1
This is a sorting practice activity.  Match the words to the 
corresponding branch.  There may be more than one option 
for each branch.

Branches sort

Think about it...
● Refresh the site 

to see different 
words to sort.

● See if you can 
get a high score!

https://quizlet.com/153700982/match


Practice #2 

Watch the video about the branches of government.  
After you’ve watched the video, get someone in your 
house to play Trivia Time with you.  See who can get the 
most questions correct.

Branches of Government 

Think about it...
● Which branch is 

most important to 
you?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OvwlRTYvU8o


Practice #3 

Become familiar with Branch-O-Mania.  Today, you can 
explore the game and play whatever branch you want.  In 
the following lessons, you will play a specific branch a 
day.

Branch-O-Mania

Think about it...
● Don’t worry about 

mastering levels 
today.  You’ll play 
this game again.

https://bensguide.gpo.gov/templates/bentest/games/Branch-O-Mania/ben.html?TB_iframe=true&height=600&width=1000


Practice on your own:  

Use what you’ve learned about the 3 branches of government to play the following 
game.  Drag the responsibilities over to the branch they fit the best.  Don’t forget to 
look back at resources if you get stuck. 

Game
1. Press the white arrow to play.
2. Drag the words at the bottom to 

the blank spots.
3. Make sure the words you choose 

make sense in the sentence. 

https://www.brainpop.com/games/branchesofgovernmentgame/


Practice on your own:  

On BrainPOP, complete the worksheet about the 
branches of government.  Watch the video again if you 
need help.

BrainPOP

https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/usgovernment/branchesofgovernment/worksheet/


Practice
Fill in the “who” portion in the diagram in your packet.

Click here to open 
worksheet.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M1yhG2hObHKU_O2JgA24z0tLW9tqccwp/view?usp=sharing


Self Check: Go tell someone in your home your answers.

1. Was this lesson?
❏ easy, 
❏ just right
❏ hard 

2. Go outside and write the 3 branches of 
government in chalk on the sidewalk.  Draw a 
picture to match each branch.


